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(57) Abstract: There is provided an encoding or decoding de- 
vice detachable from a recording/reproduction terminal having a 
general-purpose slot. A recording/reproduction device includes 
a recording/reproduction terminal (103) for recording or repro- 
ducing a signal representing audio or video, and a removable en- 
coding device (100) detachably connected to the recording/re- 
production terminal (103). The recording/reproduction termi- 
nal (103) includes a terminal information storage unit (105) for 
storing terminal information as information associated with the 
recording/repwoduction terminal (103). The removable encod- 
ing device (100) includes a terminal information acquisition unit 
(101) for acquiring terminal information from the recording/re- 
production terminal (103) when the removable encoding device 
(100) is connected to the recording/reproduction terminal (103), 
and a signal conversion unit (102) for encoding or decoding a 
signal representing audio or video according to the terminal in- 
formation acquired- 
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